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Roux has often noticed this result after the injections of 
serum. He insists on the perfect innocuousness of these 
injections. In one of these patients, the antitoxic treat¬ 
ment, though applied early did no good. “ Perhaps,” 
adds Schwartz, “ it is the duty of physicians in cases of 
this kind to make preventive injections as soon as they 
find themselves in the presence of a suspected wound.” 
He has lately treated a man, twenty-four years of age, 
who, while working in a ship-yard, received a con¬ 
tused wound on the hand, the wound being at the same 
time covered with dirt; he immediately practiced an 
injection of antitoxic serum, and the man got well with¬ 
out any unfavorable complication. 

In the discussion which followed, Terrui said that he 
had just received a letter from Nocard on the subject of 
the telluric origin of tetanus in which this pathologist 
reaffirmed the views which he was the first to formulate. 
Nocard recognizes that the horse may, like the other 
herbivorous animals, serve as a vehicle to the infectious 
germs, but he does not consider the horse from the point 
of view as more dangerous than other animals, the real 
danger being the soiling of wounds by dirt impregnated 
with animal matters. 

Verneuil affirmed the connection between outbreaks 
of tetanus and exposure to foci of infection in the 
vicinity of tanneries. Water may also serve as a vehicle 
to the microbes of tetanus when it receives the germs, 
“ and it is a fact that jockeys and others do not take the 
same precautions with respect to horses that have died 
of tetanus, and whose skins are freely sold to the tanners 
as they take when they have to do with animals that 
have died of anthrax.” 

He communicated the following fact, which supports 
the equine theory: a pharmacist was wounded in the 
wrist by a broken bottle; the wound was dressed by a 
veterinary surgeon, and a few days afterwards the pati¬ 
ent was taken with tetanus from which he died. E. P. H. 

PSYCHOLOGICAL. 

Primary Mental Confusion .—In “France M6di- 
cale,” August 26, 1892, there is note by Seglas andChas- 
lin, describing primary mental confusion, and claiming a 
distinct place and name for it in French classification. 
In Germany it is known as Verwirrtheit, or Amentia. 
Delasiauve, in France, has described it under the name 
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of mental confusion. Chaslin says: “ There exists one 
form of mental disease that is neither mania nor melan¬ 
cholia, and which is due to some abrupt and rapid exhaus¬ 
tion of the nervous system. Caused frequently by 
infection or auto-intoxication, this condition should be 
kept separate from forms of degeneration. It occupies 
a middle ground between psychoses and insanity of defi¬ 
nite profound lesions. Often primary mental confusion 
appears to be a true disease on account of somatic phe¬ 
nomena that accompany it, as malnutrition, fever, etc. 
Psychically, this state is characterized by confusion of 
mind. This confusion is due to feebleness and incoor¬ 
dination in the process of association of ideas, in per¬ 
ception, and in personal feeling. It may or may not 
be accompanied by hallucinations. Muscular excitement 
may exist, or there may be depression or stupor. The 
emotional tone is that of indifference or abrupt changes. 
There is much analogy between primary mental confu¬ 
sion and insanity following chronic intoxications. The 
term primary is used to distinguish this confusion from 
similar states that are secondary and of a nature as yet 
undetermined.” L. F. B. 

Alcoholic Insanity. —Dr. S. V. Clevenger, (N. A. 
Practitioner, March, 1892). The writer remarks that 
chronic alcoholic insanity is rarely seen outside of 
asylums, where its victims are gathered in considerable 
numbers. 

The delusions of such cases are rather characteristic 
and consist of delusions of persecution, of having been 
poisoned, uxiorial unfaithfulness. Mutilation of the 
genital organs is not uncommon. The physical symptoms 
of alcoholic insanity, such as tremors, anaesthesia, abnor¬ 
mal sensations, are the same as may be found in ordinary 
alcoholism. 

The great danger to the community is that the 
alcoholic insane appear at times to be sane. J. C. 

CLINICAL. 

A Case of Isolated Paralysis of the Serratus 
Magnus .—Bruns reports a case of pronounced paralysis 
of the serratus in whom the most important symptom— 
the inability to elevate the arm above the horizontal 
plane—was completely absent. 

In the beginning the patient was attacked with severe 
pain in the entire right arm and shoulder. At first the 



